Peace the End of the perſect and upright Man. 
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Palm XXXVII. 37. 


Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 


right ; for the end of that man is peace, 


ANY of us have long believed this 

M truth, and ſome of us have lately 
ſeen it pleaſingly verified. And if 

the end be peace, ſhall it not reconcile to 
the trials of the way? The ſufferings which 
the excellent of the earth often endure, to- 
gether with the frequent proſperity of ſuch 
as fear not God, have been ſtumbling-blocks 
to many. They appeanto have hurt Aſaph, 
the inſpired Penman of the Ixxiiid. Pſalm, 
to a very great degree. He was long diſ- 
couraged and aſtoniſhed at the fight; nor 
could he be at all reconciled to events, that 
ſeemed to him ſo it co 1fiſtent with the juſtice 
A 2 2 
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as well as the goodneſs of God, till in the 
Sanctuary he - underſtood their end. The 
end of both is ſtrongly marked there, and 
in the Pſalm before us. But we are now 
called more immediately to realize that of 
| his faithful ſervants. May the Lord ſo bleſs 
| our meditations upon the ſubject, and the 
event which has directed them toit, as to 
| render his word and providences dfefal pre- 
paratives for our end, that we may finiſh 
our courſe in like manner. 
The purport of the paſſage before us is 
too obvious to need a critical examination, 
| either of its parts or context, in order to 
| render it intelligible. You all underſtand 
it, and muſt ſee enough in it to furniſh 
abundant matter of ſeaſonable inſtruction 
and comfort on the preſent occaſion. 


I. It gives the outlines of a very great and 
amiable character, ** perfe& and upright.” 


II. Suggeſts a uſeful warning, even to ſuch, 
of their latter end. 


III. Deſcribes it emphatically in one word, 
5 "FEace.. And 


IV. It 


{ s 3 


IV. It beſpeaks the cloſe and ſerious atten» 
tion of every one to the good man's cha- 
rafter and end. Mark the perfect 

man, &c.“ 


I. Let us obſerve the terms in which the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of that man to whom he 
here calls our attention. Perfect and up- 
right,” We cannot wonder to hear of an 
upright man ; one without allowed guile. 
We ſee many of whom we have every reaſon 
to believe that they are ſo; profeſſed fol- 
lowers of Jets, and truly what they profeſs 
to be, —But' we may look Jong enough a- 
mong mankind, either in the preſent day or 
through all the paſt ages of the church, be- 
fore we can behold a man compleatly and 
abſolutely perfect. David knew life and 
human nature better than to ſuppoſe any ca- 
pable of ſuch perfection. Job before him 
declared of himſelf,* * If I ſhould fay I 
% am perfect, my mouth would therein 
% prove me perverſe :” and Solomon after 
him, © There is not a juſt man upon earth, 
© that doeth good and ſinneth not. Who 


* Job ix. 20, 


„% can 


[6 ] 
* can ſay I have made my heart clean? I 

« am pure from my ſins?” * There are 
that boaſt of perfection, who, perhaps, are 
fartheſt from it: and, on the other hand, I 
truſt there are who talk the leaſt of it, that 


are if any on earth may be called ſo, perfect 


men. Indeed, every creature which God 
originally made was, according to its nature 
and end, perfect. And Man was diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other beings upon Earth by 
the extent and excellence of his powers; of 
which nothing greater could have been ſaid 
than is ſaid by the ſacred Hiſtorian, when 
he informs us, that God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God cre- 
* ated he him.” + But man fell from his 
primitive dignity and bliſs, and entailed a 
corrupt nature and a curſe, by Sin, upon all 
his ſeed. Nevertheleis divine grace has, 
through all ages, been extricating ſome of 
his apoſtate race from the ruins of the fall, 
by reſtoring them at once to the loſt favour 
and impaired image of their God. The 
former part of this plan is fulfilled in their 
juſtification, by the perfe& righteouſneſs of 


* Eccleſ. vii. 20. Prov, xx. 9. + Gen. i. 27. 


the 


=_ 

the glorious Emanuel, imputed to them 
upon their believing ; and I truſt I may fay 
to ſome of you as Paul ſaid to the Chriſtians 
at Coloſſe, Ve are compleat in him who 
** is the Head of all principalities and pow- 
ers,” Our dear deceaſed Brother frequently 
expreſſed his joy and confidence in this pro- 
viſion of mercy, in the words of Dr. Watts, 
Hymns, B. I. 20, 


* Awake my heart, ariſe my tongue, 
Prepare a tuneful voice; 

“In God, the life of all my joys, 
« Aloud will I rejoice, 

„ *Tis He adorn'd my naked ſoul, 
* And made ſalvation mine; 


e Upon a poor polluted worm 
© He makes his graces ſhine. 


*& And left the ſhadow of a ſpot 
*« Should on my ſoul be found, 

& He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 
And caſt it all around.“ 


And 1 hope I ſhall not ſeem unmindful of 
his repeated injunctions to forbear enlarging 


* Col. ii. 10. 


On 
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on his character, if I add, that grace adorn- 


ed him likewiſe with the other characte- 
riſtic of perfection celebrated in a follow- 


ing ſtanza of the above Hymn ; 


The ſpirit wrought my faith and love, 
And hope and ev'ry grace.” 


Thus does he beautify the meek with fal- 


vation ; and thus arrayed is the Man of 
God, honourably and eminently perfect, 
And this, as oppoſed to the Hypocrite and 


the Sinner, David feems more immediately 


to have referred to, when he ſaid in the 
words before us, Mark the perfect man, 


and behold the upright ;” the man whoſe 


perfection, though conſpicuous enough to 
be obſerved with admiration, is no deceitful 
cover, or mere ſuperficial gilding, but an 
inward reality; and the genuine, confiſtent 
effect of a principle which dictates an habi- 
tual reſpe unto all God's commandments. 

This is the amiable object, the exalted 
character recommended to your ſerious at- 
tentive regard in our text. Not the man 


the world calls great — not the mighty 
2 Prince 


6 
Prince - the able Stateſman the enterpri- 
ſing Hero —or the profound Philoſopher — 
but the truly good Man, the Noah, * the 
the Job, + the Abraham 4 of his day, the 
living tranſcript of his divine Maſter, and 
genuine offspring of his Father in heaven, 
who is perfect. F Behold him living from 
him, living upon him, living to him, a life 
of faith in an inviſible God and Redeemer ; 
and a life of love and devotedneſs to him 
both in public and in private; invariably 
faithful. in his adherence to his revealed 
will; zealous in his attachment to his 
cauſe; contending earneſtly for the faith 
once delivered to the Saints; but with a 
ſpirit of meekneſs, and a conſtant diſpoſi- 
tion to hold the truth in love; affectionate 
in his good wiſhes and prayers, and active. 
in his ſervices to promote the temporal and 
eternal welfare of all around him. Conſei- 
ous of imperfection in himſelf, ever can- 
did towards his brethren; and before 
God, as an unprofitable ſervant, humbly 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Gen. vi. 9. t Gen. xvii. 1. 


+ Job i. 1. $ Mat. v. 48. | 
2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt unto eternal life ; modeſt in every 
intercourſe with his -fellow-creatures, and 
aſſiduous to pleaſe and ſerve; amiably 
tender and benevolent; unwearied in his 
application of every talent for uſefulneſs, 
and endearingly courteous and affectionate 
in every relation and character. Such a 
man you muſt behold with pleaſure in every 


Nation and office. He is an ornament and 


a bleſſing to the world, and to the Church 
of God. For the ſake of both, when or 
where-ever we obſerve him, we may ſay 
with Dr. Watts of an eminent cotemporary, 


Eternal God, command his ſtay ; 
OO we could with his age were one immortal 
day.“ ö 


But we are called, 


II. To realize his end, not the utter ex- 
tinction of his being, no; in that ſenſe 


«© The man's immortal, he can never die.“ 


He will know no end either of his exiſt- 
ence, or of his bliſs. Yet to all he is, and 
has, and does below, there mult be an end. 

This 


E 
This one event happeneth unto all; to the 
wiſe and to the righteous, as well as to the 
ſinner. But ſhall it be ſaid again, that the 
righteous in this ſenſe periſheth, and no man 
layeth it to heart? The event is too ſolemn 
and too intereſting to be overlooked. Let us 
make a ſerious pauſe, and turn afide to ſee this 
ſight, the end of the righteous. Though 
it wound, it may profit us, if the obſerva- 
tion be juſt, * That it is better to go to the 
houſe of mourning, than to the houſe of 
feaſting.” Your Fellow-Pilgrim awhile ago 
was ſtruggling with the difficulties of the 
way. He has now got ſafe to his journey's 
end. You ſaw him juſt on Jordan's ſhores ; 
willing, wiſhing, longing to ſhoot the 
gulph—you beheld his end— farther your 
eye could not follow him; or if it fixed 
awhile on his deſerted remains — thoſe eyes 
now cloſed — the late beating- pulſe ſtands 
ſtill — the laſt breath expired — the counte- 
nance fallen — the vital heat fled — thoſe 
hands and feet, fo uſed to exertion in the of- 
fices of beneficence, move no more — that 
tongue, lately employed in the expreſſions 


of piety and love, now filenced. — Awful 
B 2 end! 
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12 
end! A final period, at leaſt here, 


to every interview of friendſhip, to every 


exerciſe of ſocial devotion, and to every 
ſervice for God and his fellow-creatares. 
His inſtructions, cautions, counſels, conſo- 
lations, prayers, all ended. The place that 
once knew him, that lately knew him, that 
knew him often and intimately, now knows 
him no more. All he was doing or think- 
ing to do in the houſe of God, or in his 
own, for the Redeemer's intereſt, and to 
extend his happineſs and uſefulneſs in his 
ſeveral connections here, at an end. Painful 
thought! but we do not, we will not, for- 
row, either as without hope, or without 
conſolation : we cannot, while we have to 
review : 


III. What ſuch a man's end is, viz. peace: 
not only peacefu], but peace itſelf, This 
may be intended as a repreſentation both of 


his ſtate on this fide, and beyond the 


grave.* | BL 


* I take no notice of the reference ſome have ſuppoſed 
herein to his poſterity, becauſe it ſeems to me as foreign to 


the Pſalmiſt's meaning, as it is to the event which has now 
directed us to the ſubject. 
| „ 


12 

1.) This is often true of the laſt days of 
the upright upon earth. They may not be 
altogether what Job's were, a ſcene of 
« outward tranquility and opulence,” as de- 
ſcribed in chap. xlii. 10. 12. In the proſ- 
pect of which ſome think he uttered thoſe 
words when ſore chaſtened, ** All the days 
« of my appointed time will I wait, till 
« my change come.” * Few of the people 
of God may have reaſon to expect ſuch a 
change; nor would it perhaps to many be 
deſirable. But the blefling ſpoken of in 
our text is of importance to all. Peace is 
valuable at all times, and in every connec- 
tion: peace in nations and neighbourhoods, 
in churches and in families : above all, 
« the peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
% derſtanding, keeping the heart and mind 
through Chriſt Jeſus.” + This is a privi- 
lege peculiar to the Saints, but common to 
every one of the houſehold of faith, 


2.) Peace with God, as his God and Fa- 
ther in Chriſt. There is no condemna- 
* tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
* Job. xiv. 14. + Phil. iv. 7. 

| «© walk 
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„ ] 
© walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
« ſpirit,” * The true believer, as ſuch, is 
delivered from the guilt of ſin, and being 
juſtified by faith, has peace with God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. + A bleſ- 
ſing ever precious to him, and peculi- 
arly ſo in his laſt moments, when en— 
abled to entertain a good hope through 
grace, that he is thus accepted in the Be- 
loved ; that God is reconciled to him, and 
he is reconciled to God ; when he feels his 
former enmity ſubdued, all oppoſition ſlain, 
and a ſweet harmony and intercourſe eſtab- 
liſhed between God and his ſoul; when 
believing views of redeeming love, and the 
exceeding riches of divine grace as diſ- 
played in the conſtitution of the everlaſting 
covenant, and the perſon and undertaking 
of its glorious Mediator, diſpel his fears, 
revive his hopes, and brighten his proſ- 
pets; when the Spirit of adoption is 
ſweetly witneſſing with his ſpirit, that he 
is a child of God, and drawing forth at the 
ſame time every working of filial affection 
and confidence in the heart ; then has he all 


* Rom. viii. 1. + Rom. v. 1, 
peace 
2 


E 
peace and joy in believing, as ** no more a 
« ſtranger and foreigner, but a fellow- 
« citizen with the Saints, and of the houſe- 
*& hold of God.” * Added to this, he has 


3.) Peace in a review of paſt engage- 
ments with the Lord, and for him. Da- 
vid ſpake of this ſource of conſolation ; and 
the faithful followers of Jeſus have often 
felt it in their laſt moments. All have 
much to be humbled for ; great defects, 
and many imperfections ; ſuch are not, can- 
not be unacquainted with them: nor has 
any man ever had whereof to glory before 
God—yet it has afforded one and another of 
his ſervants no ſmall ſatisfaction, in the near 
views of eternity, to look back upon paſt 
ſeaſons of holy and enlarged intercourſe 
with God, and devotedneſs to him. Such 
as have been not only kept from the pollu- 
tions that are in the world through luſt, 
but were early taught to ſeek the Lord, 
and to ſerve him“ with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind,” cannot but 
bleſs him for it then. Thoſe who, after 

* Eph. ii. 19. 
running 


26 J 
running obſtinately and long into all ex- 
ceſſes of riot, have been enlightened and 


reclaimed, muſt on their dying pillows ce- 


lebrate ſuch exertions of the power, and 
diſplays of the grace of God; and ſpeak of 
themſelves with wonder and gratitude, as 
brands plucked out of the burning : they 
will bleſs him then, both for all he 
has done for them, and for all he has in- 
clined and enabled them to do for him : 
they have found Wiſdom's ways, ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and her paths, paths of peace ; 
and a review of the hours they have ſpent in 
them is truly ſatisfactory, when near their 
journey's end. © The work of righteouſ- 
„ nefs ſhall be peace, and the effect of 
« righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for 
* ever.” * The pleaſant moments they 
have ſpent in pouring out their hearts in 
ſecret into their Father's boſom ; thoſe in 
which they have fat under his ſhadow, in 
the Sanctuary, with great delight, and found 
his fruit ſweet unto their taſte; every ſa- 
cramental tranſaction, eſpecially in which 
the believer has ſaid at his table, with a Joy 


* Ifa, xxxii. 17. 
unknown 


F722] 
unknown but to the ſoul experiencing it, 
«© TI am my Lord's and he is, mine.” Theſe 


ſeaſons and engagements, as evidences of grace 
and earneſts of future favour, may, and I 
don't doubt but they often do, afford ſolid 
comfort in the review to the children of God, 
when confined from them, and incapable of 
renewing them. From among other teſti- 
monies to this purpoſe, I will now only 
ſele& that of the apoſtle Paul, uttered by 
him at the cloſe of life: © I am ready 
* to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
*«-ture is at hand; I have fought a good 
« fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
« kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
© up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
e Kc.“ # — Moreover, ſuch a ſoul has 


4.) Peace in the expectation of a removal. 
He can leave the world withuut reluctance ; 
has no ſuch attachment to it, no intereſts 
ſo dear to him in it as to make him wiſh, 
or even willing to live here for ever. When 
the children of this world are called away, 
they leave their portion, their all behind; 


* 2 Tim. iv. 6. 8. 


* no 
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18 
no wonder, therefore, if they cleave to it, 


and ſhrinking back from the borders of 


eternity, ſay in agonies “ we cannot go.“ 


T have heard of a rich ſinner, that cried out 


upon his dying pillow, * I will not die, I 
ce will not die,” and repeated it till he ex- 
pired in unutterable agonies. But, mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace. When 
the great Lord of life and death ſays, be- 
% hold I come quickly,” we often hear 
ſuch an one reply, Amen, even ſo come 
« Lord Jeſus.” If he is evet in a ſtraight, 
it is not that of a mind ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, at a loſs which to prefer ; 
but that of Paul, * viz. «© Whether to abide 
« in the fleſh for the ſervice of Chriſt and 
* his church below, or to depart in order 
* to enjoy and glorify him above.” Or if 


he is affected by the thought of a diſſolu- 


tion of preſent tender and endearing con- 


nections; when he realizes the hand in 


which his times are, and in which he leaves 
all that are deareſt to him, he can leave 


them with compoſure, and a joy heightened 
E FRIL. 4-44 


by 


1 ug f 
by the proſpect of meeting them again in a 
better world, to part no more. 
This introduces our next obſervation, viz. 


5.) He has peace in the proſpect of an 
hereafter. This has indeed frequenly ren- 
dered the latter end of ſuch more than peace; 
it has adminiſtered rich conſolation, and joy 
unſpeakable, to many of the dear children 
of God in their laſt moments: not merely 
convinced without a doubt of the certainty 
and reality of a future ſtate, but led into 
pleafing meditations on the delightful and 
exalted deſcriptions of the inheritance of the 
Saints contained in the word of God, and 
animated by a good hope through grace of 
a manſion there; we hear one and another 
often crying out, O for the wings of a 
4% dove, then would I flee away and be at 
«© reſt.” 

„We know that when this earthly houſe 
* of our tabernacle is diſſolved, we have a 
building of God, an houſe not made with 
% hands, eternal in the heavens ; for in this 
« we groan, earneſtly defiring to be clothed 


% upon with our houſe which is from hea- 
C 2 « ven; 


e  — — 
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c yen; not that we would be unclothed, 
&« but clothed upon, that mortality may be 
e ſwallowed up of life: and we are confi- 
« dent and willing rather to be abſent from 
* the body and preſent with the Lord.” * 
This hope of the immediate happineſs of 
the ſeparate ſpirit, on its departure from the 


to body, has proved an anchor to many ſouls 
| 1 toſſed to and fro, eſpecially when they have 
| | got near port, on their paſſage to the Land 
7 | of Promile ; having to add, When Chriſt, 
5 « who is our life, ſhall appear, then ſhall 
i | « we alſo appear with him in glory: when 
10 ce he ſhall deſcend with a ſhout, with the 
ji | « voice of the archangel and the trump of 
10 „ God, all the dead in Chriſt ſhall be 
14 * raiſed, and this corruptible put on incor- 
1 eruption, this mortal put on immortality;“ 
14 hear them breaking out in raptures of joy 
il and triumph in the proſpect, O Death, 
18 


ih « where is thy ſting! O Grave, where is 
jj «c thy victory! thanks be to God who 
14 | cc giveth us the victory, through Jeſus 
it 4 Chriſt our Lord.“ 1 
| Permit me only to add on this part of 


eln. . ©, 
Our 


C ans } 


our ſubject, that whatever ſolid peace theſe 
conſiderations adminiſter to the dying Saint, 
it is not merely from what there is either in 
them or in him, but from the enlightening 
and chearing influences of that holy Spirit 
which Jeſus promiſed as the eomforter to 
his Diſciples : that Spirit at once enlightens 
the object of his faith, ſtrengthens and ea- 
larges the faculties of the ſoul for compre- 
hending it; and as * the Spirit of adop- 
« tion witneſſing with his Spirit, enables 
« him to cry Abba Father ”* This holy 
Spirit ſhines upon his own work in the foul, 
and thus diſcovers to ir at once its evidences 
for heaven, and ſomewhat of a meetneſs for 
it, This points out Jeſus to him as both 
his head and ſurety, his interceſſor before 
the throne, and his fore-runner thither ; 
and then he ſays, as one of his waiting ſer- 
vants did with Jeſus in his arms, * Now 
c letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
* for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.“ + 

Thus have the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus 
frequently peace in their laſt moments upon 
earth. But this is not equally lively or 

„Rom. viii. 17 + Luke ii 29. 


laſting 


il 
5 
0 
di 
1 4 
1. 
£4 


we 
—_ .. 
a. —— — 8 
— 3 A Lo © = ei —_ 


* WY — 4a 8 


Lg 


1 
Ws Ry 
— 
3. 


— ——— — — 
- 22 


— — vs 1 + 
——— hy — — — * 
- 


_— — — — — — M6. 
-— 
— 


[ 22 } 
laſting to them all. The Lord may have 
his wiſe and gracious ends to anſwer in 
trying the faith and patience, meekneſs and 
long- ſuffering of ſome; nor are ſevere ſuf- 
ferings or dark frames, though continued to 
the end of their pilgrimage, at all inconſiſt- 
ent with their future ſafety or preſent inte- 
reſt in the tendereſt compaſſions of their 
God and Redeemer. For whatever in theſe 
reſpects may be the loſs of his people here 
— we may add with certainty 


(1.) Compleat, uninterrupted, and ever- 
laſting peace awaits them all on their de- 
parture; and that in conſequence of being 
thereupon delivered from every evil, from 
every natural evil. Truly may it be ſaid of 
that abode of his ſervants, „ there the 
« wicked ceaſe from troubling them, and 
* the weary are at reſt,” * — no more ſick- 
neſs or languiſhing there — not a moment's 
pain or ach in any part there, No more 
fatigue, no more diſtreſs; ſorrow and 
ſighing are fled away.—Nor is there, ſays 
a pious writer, ſuch a thing as a pale face— 


a languid body — feeble joints — unable in- 


Job ii. 17. 
fancy 
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fancy — decrepid age — peccant humour — 


diſtorted or disjointed limbs — pining ſicx- 


neſs — griping fears — conſuming cares — 
nor any thing whatſoever that deſerves the 
name of evil. — There is no more death to 
ſeparate them from their friends, or their 
friends from them. A gracious God, a ten- 
der Father, from every eye has wip'd off 


every tear. Whatever may have been the 


occaſions of pain and diſquietude to the 
Saints while in the body and the preſent 
ſtate, either ſrom within or without, are 
unknown there. Nothing ſhall deſtroy or 
hurt in all that holy mountain; for ſalva- 
tion itſelf has God appointed for walls and 
for bulwarks. Bleſſed then are the dead 


that die in the Lord, for, from thenceforth 


(viz. the moment of their departure) they 
* from their labours, Rev. xiv. 13. Si- 
milar to this, and much to our preſent pur- 
poſe is that declaration of God concerning 
the righteous in the Old Teſtament, © He 
„ ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall reſt in 
e their beds, even every one who has 
* been walking in his uprightneſs.” * Nor 


* Ifa, Ilvü. 2. 


ſhall 
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ſhall this their peace be diſturbed by any 


| moral or ſpiritual evil ; for there ſhall in no 


33 


| wiſe enter into the gates of the heavenly 
TH Jeruſalem any thing that defileth, that 
4 | worketh an abomination, or that maketh a 
0h lie : not one unholy ſoul ſhall intrude there, 
I nor a ſingle emotion be excited in any inha- 
0 bitant, to diſturb his repoſe for ever; every 
| lt alarming and ſubtle foe is kept at a perpe- 
0 | tual and inacceſſible diſtance ; every inlet to 
4 | temptation removed, every tendency to every 
0 ſin ſubdued. They complain no more of 
i 1 an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 
f the living God. Their dark, cold, and dead 
th | ſeaſons are for ever at an end. In a word, 
fl i * their Sun ſhall no more go down, nor 
11 & their Moon withdraw itſelf, for the Lord 
4:0 « is their everlaſting light, and the days of 
HP « their mourning are for ever ended. 
it N This leads to our laſt remark for the illuſ- 
Il tration of the truth before us, viz, | 
THIF ER. + | 
1 | (2.) He will be admitted then to the per- 
[ | petual enjoyment of every good. 'Here a 
1 | large field of delightful contemplation opens 
1 upon us, which we muſt for the preſent but 
|! | * Iſa, lx. 20. | | 


Juſt 
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juſt look into. Behold the man of God diſ- 
miſſed from his mean tottering tenement 
of clay, and admitted into a glorions man- 
ſion in his houſe, not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Methinks, I ſee 
him looking around with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory on the amiable exalted 
company with which he finds himſclf ſur- 
rounded there: Angels, Archangels, Che- 
rubim and Seraphim ; Spirits of juſt men 


made perfect, from among the Patriarchs 


and Prophets; the glorious company of 
Martyrs, ** who came out of great tribula- 
e tion, and have waſhed their robes, and 
„% made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb; even all that have followed him in 
all ages and countries ; among them here 
and there a former fellow-pilgrim, a be- 
loved friend in Chriſt, another ſelf.—O rap- 
turous interview! Above all obſerve his 
eye fixed on his beloved, and longed-for — 
his Redeemer and his God. See him preſ- 
ſing to the Throne, to pour out all his ſoul 
in hymns of gratitude and praiſe to him 
that, having waſhed him from his tins in 
his own blood, has conducted him ſafe to 

D glory. 
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glory. And to what honours is he ad- 
vanced — what exalted powers does he poſ- 
ſeſs — what ſublime pleaſures does he en- 
joy! — But when we have ſaid all we can 
of the happineſs of heaven, we muſt con- 
clude, “ Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
*« man the things which God hath prepared 
« for them that love him.” * Permit me 
therefore now to proceed : 


— _ * — —„— 
2 — — — = 
a TS Vw * 3 - 
"Wakes — * - 8 — m — 
« 
p ů 8 


ll 

1 | 

(if IV. To remind you of the attention 

i ; which we ought to pay to the important 
171 | . . 

at character, and to the delightful end which 

KYLE . : X 

{i j the Text ſpecifies, This will naturally 

0 j lead to the proper application and improve- 

1 ö ment of the ſubject. Mark it and him — 

"Ml fix the eye ſtedfaſtly upon both, and re- 

[HH member their connection. Some of you 
i may have many other objects that ſeem to 


call for your attention. And I fear ſome 
of you, that have comparatively little elſe 
of moment to employ your thoughts, have 
Hl been too inattentive to this, But if you 
1. have remarked it before, the Word and Pro- 
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vidence of God concur to call your ſerious 
attention to it again. 


1.) Mark it, all of you, in order to form 


a right judgment of yourſelves. You muſt 


ſurely think it deſirable, and acknowledge it 
of importance to know what your real cha- 
rafter is, and to what an end you are tend- 
ing ; whether among the righteous, whoſe 
end is peace, or among thoſe whoſe end is 
deſtruction. If you deſire ſolid ſatisfaction, 
* examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
“ faith; prove your own ſelves, to know 
„ whether Jeſus Chriſt is in you, or, whe- 
* ther ye are reprobates.” * Bring heart 
and life to the touchſtone of the Word of 
God ; making it at the ſame time your 
earneſt requeſt to the Lord, that he would 
enable you to think of yourſelves as you 
ought to think, and teach you to know your 
end. There are but two characters in the 
ſight of God; which of them is mine? 


two ends; which is mine like to be? If 


I may hope, I would with for the ſupport 
and conſolation of it ; but let me not de- 


* 2 Cor. x11, 5. 
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16. 214 
ceive myſelf, while the trath is not in me, 
«© What is the hope of the hypocrite, when 
God taketh away his ſoul ? ” “ 


2.) Mark it, Sinners and Hypocrites in 
Sion, for your admonition and caution. The 
ſpirit and converſation of a perfect and up- 
right man is a daily and hourly reproof to 
you; and may you not lee in his end a con- 
traſt of what yours is like to be? The 
Pſalmiſt ſays in our context, (v. 23.) the 
ſteps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord, and he delighteth in his way; and 
(v. 31.) the law of his God is in his heart. 
He had alſo ſaid before, (v. 11.) the meek 
ſhall delight themſelves in abundance of 


peace, But there is no peace, faith my 


God, to the wicked: ſo far from peace, the 


infpired Penman aſſures us repeatedly in 
this Pſalm, that they ſhall be cut off and 
periſh ; yea every tranſgreſſor thall be cut 
off. Knowledge, profeſſion, privileges, 
connections and gifts, may flatter the formal 
hypocrite in life, but they will do nothing 
to ſecure him a peaceful end. — If conſci- 
. Job xxvii. 8. 
ENnCce 


= 
ence be not dreadfully hardened, it will do 
its office then. — Reflections on what is 
paſt — forebodings of a righteous and heart- 
ſcrutinizing tribunal, with all its eternally 
fearful and dreadful conſequences — with 
what agony do they often force themſelves in 
upon the ſelf-deceiver in his laſt moments ! 
fill him with toſſings to and fro on his 
dying bed, and begin a hell within him, 
even before he is conſigned over to outer 
darkneſs. This, perhaps, ſome of you will 
think is giving a pleaſing ſubject a very 
gloomy turn. But we muſt be faithful in 
declaring the whole counſel of God: and I 
now ſuggeſt the warning under the impreſ- 
fon of a charge once brought by God him- 
ſelf againſt perſons who profeſſed to ſpeak in 
his name, * © They have healed the hurt of 
« the daughter of my people ſlightly, ſaying 
e peace, peace, when there is no peace.“ 
I cannot, I dare not ſpeak it to all. There 
is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked.” 
Such have little reaſon to expect it in the 
the midſt of their days, and much leſs at 
the end of them. That is a bleſſing pecu- 
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liar to the perfect and upright man: no 
other man ſhall enjoy it; indeed no other can. 
Hear then, I beſeech you, and fear; thoſe 
of you eſpecially who have had frequent 
opportunities of obſerving the ſpirit and 
walk of ſuch: you will be of all others 
molt inexcuſable, and of all moſt miſerable ; 
the recollection of what you have ſeen in 
them, and heard from them, will render 
you ſo; and the fight or thought of their 
happineſs, add to the pungency of your 
woe. My father or my mother, my huſ- 
band or my wife, my brother, my child, 
my friend, my miniſter in the kingdom of, 
heaven, and I myſclf ſhut out! He or ſhe 
in peace, in joy, in glory there, and I tor- 
mented in theſe flames! But I forbear en- 
larging — remark the good man's character 
and end, and take warning — which is what 
] would urge farther, 


3.) Mark his character to imitate it, all of 
you that defire his end. — Yeu have heard 
often of Balaam's wiſh, * and perhaps this 
ſubject may have put ſome of you upon 

Numb. xxiii. 10. 


adopting 
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adopting it. Let me die the death of 
e the righteous, and let my latter end be 
4 like his,” But have not you been often 
told; yea, are not you convinced, that if | 
your life be not like his, your death will 
not, cannot be ſo? It is ſaid of our divine 
Lord, that he ſet us an example, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps. Let us improve 
that of one and another of his ſervants to 
the ſame purpoſe, and, while we admire, 
imitate them in all things in which the 
ſame mind appeared in them that was in 
Chriſt Jeſus their Lord and ours. To this 
we are frequently exhorted in the word of 
God; and that charge is now ſolemnly en- 
forced upon us both by the preſent ſubject 
and the Providence which has directed us to 
it; * Be not ſlothful, but followers of 
* them who through faith and patience in- 
« herit the promiſes,” I add, | 


4.) Let thoſe who walk in their ſteps 
chearfully hope for their end. I will not 
ſay they are neceſſarily in all reſpects con- 


nected. There may be here and there an 


* Heb, vi. 12. 


inſtance 


I 132 1 
inſtance in which the ſun of a good man 
ſets in a cloud; but I would hope there are 
many more, who, after a cloudy day, find 
that in the eventide there is light. Fear 
ſubſides, faith is ſtrengthened, and their 
proſpects brighten as they get nearer the 
Land of Viſion. Not a few who, at a diſ- 
tance have dreaded the agonies and conſe- 
quences of death, have found ſweet peace at 
the approach thereof; and ſome, who have 
apprehended their ſpirits muſt then be over- 
whelmed within them, have been enabled to 
adopt the language of Paul's holy triumph 
in their very conflict with the King of Ter- 
rors, O Death, where is thy ſting! O 
« Grave, where is thy victory! the ſting of 
„Death is Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin is 
„ the Law; but thanks be to God, who 
« giveth us the Victory, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord.” * But know all ye 
that have committed your ſouls into the 
hands of Jeſus, and who are formed to the 
true ſpirit of his followers, that neither the 
certainty nor degree of your happineſs and 
glory beyond the grave depends on the mea- 


® 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 
3 ſure 
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ſure of your joy, either in your living or dy- 
ing moments. There remaineth a reſt for 
all the people of God; and multitudes; 
I doubt not, are triumphing in full poſſeſſion 
of it, great part of whoſe life on earth was 
ſpent with grief, and their years with ſigh- 
ing. If the viſion tarry, wait for it, ye that 
fear the Lord and hope in his mercy ; for 


though the viſion tarry, it is for an ap- 


pointed time, and at the end thereof it will 
ſurely ſpeak ; it will not tarry any longer.” * 
I will only add one exhortion more, viz. 


5.) Mark this character and end with 
peculiar attention and thankfulneſs, in thoſe 
with whom you have been nearly con- 
need. As I am reſtrained from enlarging 
on the character of my dear deceaſed Bro- 
ther, by his own expreſs and repeated in- 
junctions, you will not expect it. I hope 
the opportunities which many of you have 
had of beholding a ftriking and inſtructive 
illuſtration of our text in his hfe and death; 
have not been, will not be loſt upon you: 
Let me addreſs thoſe of you who were here 
under his miniſterial and paſtoral care, in 


* Hab. ii. 3. 
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the words of the apoſtle Paul to the He- 
| brews, (ch. xiii. v. 7.) © Remember him 
„ that hath had the rule over you, and hath 
e ſpoken unto you the word of God — 
« whoſe faith follow,” (and, I will add, 
whoſe ſpirit and walk follow)'* conſidering 
« the end of his converſation.” —* And let 
© me beſeech you, brethren, for the Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of 
e the Spirit, that you ſtrive together with 
me in your prayers to God for me; that 
the call which this early removal of a truly 
amiable and faithful Brother, ſo loudly and 
immediately ſpeaks to me as his Succeſſor 
among you, may quicken my beſt endea- 
yours to work the work of him that hath 
ſent me while it is day, — And now, my 
dear friends, what ſhall I ſay to you with 
whom the deceaſed was long and intimately 
connected? I know you feel your loſs; 
but I hope you find likewiſe the very con- 
ſiderations that aggravate it, adapted, in 
ſome views, to afford you conſolation, I 
moſt ſincerely wiſh and pray, that you may 
long be upheld and relieved by them, and in 
like circumſtances by a good hope through 


Grace for yourſelves; for which purpoſe, 
2 ſuffer 


he Pb > 
ſuffer the word of exhortation, and be en- 
treated to take heed that no ſalutary impreſ- 
ſions be loſt, which ſuch a life and ſuch an 
end may have excited. By both, though 
now dead, he is yet ſpeaking more imme- 
diately to you; ſpeaking to you again, and 
with encreaſed ſolemnity and affection, in a 
language ſimilar to that of the many ad- 
dreſſes of tender and faithful friendſhip, in 
which he has repeatedly opened the fulneſs 
of his heart to you here in the houſe of God, 
in your houſes, and in his own. May all 
prove to you a favour of life unto life! 
This, I am perſuaded, was his heart's deſire 
for every one with whom he was connected. 
But I know he felt for you, his young 
friends, living and dying, as with the heart 
of a parent : permit me, therefore, to hope, 
that you will conſider me now as uttering 
the language of his ſou], and of my own, 
while, for a few moments, I recall your at- 
_ tention to the truth in our text. After ſee- 
ing you have now likewiſe heard ſomewhat 
of the way and of the end of a truly good 
man — mark both — behold both with the 


attention and ſeriouſneſs both deſerve : ob- 


ſerve wherein each conſiſts, and from 
E 2 whence 
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whence both proceed ; and obſerve, not 
merely or chiefly for your information with 
reſpe& to another, but to inſtruct and ani- , 
mate you in matters moſt nearly n 
to yourſelves. 

As imperfect guilty creatures, ſeek com- 
pleat juſtification through the perfect righ- 
teouſneſs of the great Redeemer — riſing 
up into a world of ſnares and enemies im- 
plore his conſtant protection — if conſcious 
that you lack wiſdom, aſk it of the Lord ; 
and as you with to paſs honourably and 
uſefully through life in the duties of every 
ſituation, intreat daily a fulfilment of that 
declaration of mercy which he made to his 
beloved Paul, My grace is ſufficient for 
« thee; my ſtrength is made perfect in 
« weakneſs.” Shun the company, as you 
would avoid the character and the end of the 
ungodly ; and, on the other hand, in order 
to ſecure opportunities of beholding and 
marking the upright and excellent of the 
earth, and that you may be excited to an 
honourable ambition of imitating them, ſeek 
their company and friendſhip. Above all, 


mark him who has, in every thing, ſet you an 


example that you ſhould follow his ſteps ; 
him 


1.7 1 

bim who in all he ſaid and did, and in every 
thought of his heart, was uniformly and ab- 
ſolutely perfect. Yes, my dear young 
friends, while others are following divers 
luſts and pleaſures, be ye followers of Jeſus ; 
nor ſuffer thoſe who are ſtrangers to him and 
his ways to prejudice you againſt them as 
either unprofitable or .gloomy : you have 
heard often from the dead; and there are 
thoſe among the living, whoſe teſtimony 
deſerves credit, that can join in aſſuring you 
« his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs; and 
all his paths, paths of peace.” You will 
find them more and more ſo, the longer and 
more ſteadily you walk in them : the review 
of ſuch a courſe will afford you the moſt 
ſolid ſatisfaction in your laſt moments, and 
know that it leads to the regions of uninter- 
rupted peace and everlaſting joy. Permit 
me, therefore, to leave with you, and all 
preſent, that weighty exhortation of the 
apoſtle Peter, (2 Ep. ch. iii. v. 11.) © Be 
« diligent, that ye may be found of God 
« in peace without ſpot, and blameleſs.“ 
Amen. 


TAE LITE or Paul THE APOSTLE ; with cri- 


Preparing for the Preſs, 


tical Remarks on ſuch Paſſages in his Diſ- 
courſes and Writings as illuſtrate his Temper 
and Character both before and after his Conver- 
ſion to Chriſtianity. 


By STEPHEN ADDINGTON. 
e «1 | 


| 7 = . 
. Veg 
Lately pubhſhed, by the ſame Author, 


The Second Edition of A Practicar Trta- 
TISE ON AFFLICTIONS : containing Directions and 
Conſolations addreſſed to Perſons in different Cir- 
cumſtances, Ages, and Stations, under Affliction 
and after Recovery; with A Discovrse on V1- 
SITING ThE SICK, and a Collection of Hymns. 


, 
£ 


THE 


O R A T I O N 


DELIVERED AT THE 


INT E R M E NT 


OF THE 


Revi, Mr. WILLIAM FOR D, 


BUNHILL-FIELDS, 


FEBRUARY 1, 1783. 


BT JOSEPH BARBER, 


DDr 


th. 
—— ———̃ —— AAA AAA — — 
— —— tn I — — 


CLIC 


THE 
FUNERAL ORATION, 


Men, BRETHREN, and FATRHERS, 


T is a ſolemn Providence which has brought 
us together at this time, viz. the death not 
only of a fellow-mortal, but of one who was a | 
real Chriſtian, yea, a valuable Miniſter of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, — What ravages is death making in our 
world continually ! cutting down one and ano- 
ther; perſons of all ages, all conditions and cha- 
racters; high and low, rich and poor, young and | 
old, good and bad. It ſpares none, but being | 
commiſſioned by the great God, it never fails ta | 
execute its office, But O, what an amazing dif- | 
ference 1s there, between the death of the righteous 
and the death of the wicked! The Scripture: 
points it out in very expreſſive language, and in 
a very ſtriking manner, when it informs us, that | 
«© The wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs, 
* but the righteous hath hope in his death.“ 
Driven away. The phraſe intimates, with what | 
reluctance he goes ; he is quite averſe to it, but is | 
forced away; God requiring his ſoul at his hand. 
He is driven away in his wickedneſs, as a Male- 
factor under the diſpleaſure of his Judge; driven 
| F away 
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away from all his enjoyments and comforts here 
upon earth, which his heart was ſet upon as his 
ſupreme good ; and driven away into outer dark- 
neſs, where there is weeping, wailing, and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth. — How awful is this conſideration, 
for a perſon to be excluded from the glorious and 
bliſsful preſence of God, and to be confined in 
the priſon of Hell, there to ſuffer the vengeance 
of eternal fire! The thought is enough to make 
one tremble, — Sinners are loth to believe that 
there is a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments; and eſpecially that the puniſhment of 
thoſe, who live and die in their fins, will be eter- 
nal in its duration: yea, many are ſo far gone 
into infidelity, as to perſuade themſelves that 
there is no ſuch thing. But the word of God aſ- 
ſures us of it; and, therefore, it is the duty of his 
miniſters to warn ſinners of their danger, and to 
urge them to flee from the wrath to come, and to 
flee to the Lord Jeſus Chrift to ſave them. Know- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, we would fain per- 
ſuade men ; and think ourſelves happy when 
God perſuades any of them by our inſtrumen- 
tality, 


But if we turn our thoughts to the Seach of 
the Righteous, this is a delightful ſubject. *Tis 


granted, that there is ſomething gloomy and di- 


ſtreſſing in death itſelf; but by the grace of God, 
It is become a kind friend to his people. It 
comes as a meſſenger of peace, to fetch them 
home to their Father's houſe: it comes to releaſe 

their 
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their immortal ſpirits from the ſins and ſorrows 
of the preſent ſtate, and to introduce them into 
that preſence of God, where there is fulneſs of 
joy, and to that right hand where are pleaſures 
for evermore.—And though the bodies of the 
Saints muſt be diſſolved and go to the grave, yet 
there they lie as in a bed of reſt, till the morning 
of the reſurrection; when they ſhall be raiſed by 
the Spirit of Chriſt incorruptible and immortal, 
taſhioned like unto his glorious body; and how 
_ glorious that is, no mortal can tell. 

This 1s the great hope of the Goſpel, the hope 
of the righteous which they have in their death. 
Their hope is built upon a ſolid foundation, viz. 
upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the rock of ages, his 
atoning blood and everlaſting righteouſneſs , and 
upon that everlaſting Covenant of Grace, which 
has been ratified by his infinitely precious blood, 
— This hope is not a lifeleſs, but a lively hope; 
it has life and vigour in it ; it is an heart-purifying 
hope, and which influences them that poſſeſs it 
to a life of holy obedience and ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God; for whoſoever hath this hope in 
him purifieth himſelf, even as the Lord is pure; 
and 'tis the character of all ſuch, that they are 
walking with God, and living to God. And 
this hope is ſupporting and comforting ; it is as 
an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and 
which entereth into that which is within the vail, 


whither Jeſus the fore-runner is for us entered. 


It compoſes and animates the Chriſtian in the 
1 midſt 
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midſt of the ſtorms of life, and is of ſignal uſe to 
him in his conflict with death. It makes him 
eaſy and happy, when the wicked and ungodly 
are all confuſion and diſtreſs. And ſometimes it 
riſes up even to a joyful aſſurance, ſo that the be- 
hever can triumph over death, when he is in the 
agonies thereof, and his ſoul is filled with comfort. 
and joy in the midſt of the pangs of diſſolving 
nature, | 
Our dear departed Brother, we are well ſatiſ- 
filed, was one of the righteous, and he had this 
hope, I have been ſpeaking of, in his death; yea, 
the God of hope filled him with all joy and peace 
in believing, and he abounded in hope through 
the power of the Holy-Ghoſt, — I ſhall not pre- 
tend to give you any large encomium of the de- 
ceaſed, yet cannot ſatisfy myſelf without ſpeaking 
a little of the Grace of God beſtowed upon him. 
He was of a ſweet natural temper, which was 
much improved by Grace, I believe it might be 
ſaid of him, that he feared the Lord from his 
youth, and that his attainments in the Divine life 
were very conſiderable. As a Chriſtian, in my 
opinion, he had few equals, hardly any ſuperiors. 
Some of you are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, 
and juſtly, and unblamably, he behaved himſelf 
amongſt us. Our Brother was remarkable for 
his humility: he was one of thoſe humble ſouls 
with whom Jehovah delights to dwell. — As a 
Minifter, he appeared to be well furniſhed for his 


work : and though the Lord did not fee fit to 
5 render 
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render him ſo generally acceptable and uſeful as 
ſome others, yet he was greatly eſteemed by ſome 
who knew his worth. I well remember the laſt 
ſermon he preached at my place, which was not 
long after the death of his beloved wife: * he 
took for his text theſe words, My times are in 
ce thy hand.” The auditory were apparently much 
impreſſed with the ſermon; ſeveral ſpoke to me 
of it afterwards, as what they hoped was bleſſed 
to their ſouls; and, for my part, I never heard a 
ſermon with more pleaſure in my life. It was 
the will of a ſovereign God to viſit his ſervant 
with a long and diſtreſſing illneſs, which at length 
carried him off: but he was through the whole, 
as I am informed, very patient and ſubmiſſive to 
the will of Heaven, and very. compoſed and 
happy in his ſoul. The fears of death were gone, 
and with chearful hope he waited, under great 
languor and pains of body, for his diſmiſſion into 
that Reſt which remaineth for the people of God. 
And now he's gone; gone to be with Jeſus, 
which is. far better, infinitely better than being 
here. Now he has gotten the victory, and his 
ſoul is triumphing in the ſalvation of his God. 
His mortal part we have committed to the earth, 
but not without a pleaſing hope and joyful ex- 
pectation, that it will have a reſurrection to eter- 
nal life; when (as the apoſtle Paul beautifully 


* Mrs. Elizabeth Ford, who died May 31, 1781. See 

a Sermon preached upon that occaſion by her huſband, Mr. 
William Ford, 

expreſſes 
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expreſſes it) this corruptible ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal ſhall put on immortality. 
What remains is, that we endeavour to profit 
by the death of our dear Friend and Brother, — 
You have heard, that by the Grace of God he 
lived well, and died well : O then let us endea- 
vour, in a dependence on that Grace, to live to 
the Lord, and to die to the Lord, as he did. 
Believe it, my dear hearers, that there is a re- 
ality and excellency in Religion, I confeſs there 
are too many pretenders to it, who have it not, 
and ſome of whom are a diſgrace to it : yet there 
are ſome, I hope many religious perſons in this 
ſinful world, who truly fear God, put their truſt 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, and fin- 
cerely love him, and whoſe lives teſtify that they 
are devoted to God, that they fervently love their 
fellow-men and fellow-Chriſtians, and that their 
converſation is in Heaven, Theſe are the excel- 
lent of the earth, and their holy lives and happy 
deaths are a plain proof that there is a reality, 
an importance, an excellency in religion. Is not 
that excellent, which makes men like the moſt 
holy and bleſſed God, lovers and imitators of 
him ? Is not that excellent, which makes them 
faithful and juſt, ſober and temperate, benevolent 
and uſeful; which makes them thankful for their 
mercies, patient in affliction, and reſigned to the 
will of Heaven; which arms them againſt the 
fear of death, and gives them confidence towards 


| God, 
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God, when entering into Eternity, and going to 
his dread tribunal ? | 

Another thing I would urge upon you, is to 
think of the neceſſity and importance of being 
prepared for death and eternity. This is the one 
thing needful, the moſt neceſſary and important 
concern in the world. How hort and wncertain is 
life! So ſhort, that it is but a vapour that ap- 


peareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth away. 


So uncertain, that we cannot boaſt of to-morrow, 
for we know not what a day may bring forth. 
And how awful is death, if perſons are not 
prepared ! If they live and die in their ſins, 
unpardoned, unſanctified, alienated from the life 
of God, the firſt death is only an introduction to 
the ſecond, which 1s eternal death and miſery. 

In the laſt place; I would beſeech you not to 
reſt in any thing ſhort of Chriſt, of union and 
communion with him. Don't reſt in any name, 
or any profeſſion of religion, but be concerned to 
have an intereſt in Jeſus by faith; to have your 
ſouls united to him, that you may be living 


branches in the true vine, and may bring forth 


fruit unto God. Without Chriſt we are ſpiri- 
tually dead ; may have a name to live, but are 
dead; for as the ſcripture ſays, He that hath 
ce the Son hath life, but he that hath not the Son 
« of God hath not life.” Jeſus Chriſt is the 
foundation of all our hope and comfort towards 
God, and he is the fountain of ſpiritual life to our 
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ſouls ; therefore we muſt have him for our Saviour 
and our God, our righteouſneſs and life, elſe we 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fins; and if we live and 
die without him, eternal death will be our por- 
tion. But if Chriſt be our life, then death will be 
our gain, our unſpeakable and everlaſting gain. It 
7 ul releaſe us from a ſtate of darkneſs, imperfec- 
tion, temptation, and ſorrow, and introduce us 
into a ſtate of perfect light, purity and happineſs, 
in the bliſsful preſence of God. And though at 
preſent, Death ſeems to triump hover the bodies 
of the faithful in Chriſt, his triumph will be but 
ſhort, for ere long ſhall be brought to paſs the 
ſaying that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in 
Victory. 

A word or two now to the mourning Relatives 
and Friends, and I have done.—Truly you have 
loſt a valuable Relation and Friend; but I wiſh 
you may be quickened by his death to ſerious: 
diligence in preparing for your own, I entreat 
you to conſider what he was, how he lived, and 
how he died; conſider alſo what he now is, and 
where he now is; that he 1s a Saint in glory, freed 
from all imperfection, and compleatly happy.— 
May divine Grace help you to follow him as he 
followed Chriſt, and then you will in God's time 


have a joyful meeting, with him, never to part 
more, N 


